WordWorks Newsletter #105

Upcoming Public On-Line SWI Workshop
To register for any of my on-line courses, email
<peterbowers1@mac.com>

SWI in 2021 goes out with a bang!

5-Session General SWI Course (1.5 hrs ea.)
Click HERE for info & registration (Special guest Skot Caldwell)

Contact Pete at <peterbowers1@mac.com> with any questions or to
be removed from my email list.

North America: Jan 11, 18, 25, Feb 1, 8 (4 pm - 5:30 pm EST)

Headlines

❖ New round of on-line SWI courses in Jan and Feb 2022
❖ New video of Dyslexia podcast on SWI with Pete
❖ Putting etymology-spelling puzzle pieces together:
A response to a question about <igh>, <ight> and <ite>
❖ Two new spectacular books that are game changers
for SWI
✦ Backpocket Words: Sharing the essence of
English Spelling (Gail Venable)
✦ Beneath the Surface of Words: What English
spelling reveals and why it matters (Sue Hegland)
❖ Etymonline Patreon Subscribers gifted with posts from
Doug Harper — and his rst live “ reside chat”
❖ Pete’s free Weekly SWI Digital Drop In sessions hits 80!
❖ Pete and Gr 2 student go on a hunt for the jobs of the
nal, non-syllabic <e>. (The current count is at 11!)
Beyond orthography
❖ Sus’ Bowers astonishing photography
❖ Some new music from Pete to share

I’m pleased to publish a final WW Newsletter before the end of
2021. I feel so lucky that WordWorks and the community
working with SWI and real spelling have found so many ways
to flourish this year despite the many serious challenges.

 


s


fi

2-Session General SWI Course (3.5 hrs ea.) Jan 15 & 22 (Saturdays)
Click HERE for info & registration
North America: 11:30 am - 3: pm (EST — Toronto, NYC)
Europe: 4:30 - 8:00 pm (London)
3-Session Course: Understanding the Tools of SWI & Teaching
How the Written Word Works (2 hrs ea)
Click HERE or info & registration
North America: Jan 19, 26, Feb 2 (7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST)
Australia: Jan 20, 26, Feb 3 (11:30 am - 1:30 pm Melbourne)
3-Session Course: Understanding the Tools of SWI & Teaching
How the Written Word Works (2 hrs ea)
Click HERE or info & registration
North America: Feb 4, 11, 18
Toronto / NYC (8 pm - 10 pm EST)
Vancouver / San Francisco (5 pm - 7 pm PST)
Southeast Asia / Australia: Feb 5, 12, 19

Course descriptions
Click HERE for a document describing the courses listed above and more.
If the upcoming courses don’t suit, email me <peterbowers1@mac.com>
and let me know which course interests you!

www.WordWorksKingston.com

Contact Pete at <peterbowers1@mac.com>
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Australia: Jan 12, 19, 26, Feb 2, 9 (8:00 am - 9:30:00 am Melbourne)

Bangkok: 8 am - 10 am
Malaysia, Beijing, Shenzhen: 9 am - 11 am
Melbourne: noon - 2 pm am Melbourne; Perth 9 am - 11 am

Greetings all,

…
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❖ New round of on-line SWI courses in January/February
See the previous page for upcoming on-line courses. Note the
new option of a 2-session version of my general SWI course.
Angel, a teacher in Australia initiated this model as she was not
able to attend my sessions during the week. I was so pleased
how it went that I think this will be a fairly common option. The
5-session course still has the advantage of more time to
practice these ideas, but I am able to time the 2-session
courses in ways that allows more people to attend from
different time zones.
The response from these courses have been inspiring.
Consider this message from a mom homeschooling an 11, 9
and 7-year old…
Thank you so much for all the amazing teaching. My
ability to present this material and discuss it with my
children has dramatically improved as has my confidence.
Pick start a course that fits your schedule?
Click HERE for a document describing all my courses. If you
are keen to take a course, but the ones I have advertised don’t
work, email me <peterbower1@mac.com> to propose dates
and times that work for you. My courses, like the 2- session
general course, often start because one teacher made a
request. A teacher in Malaysia started the course starting in
February which allowed me to do a course for time zones that
often can’t attend my sessions.
❖ A new video podcast with Pete discussing SWI
Click HERE for a video of
a recent interview on the
“Go Dyslexia Podcast” by
Dr. Erica Warren. I am
thankful to be getting
these opportunities to
speak to wider audiences
who are starting to take a
look at SWI.
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Contact Pete at <peterbowers1@mac.com>

❖ Putting etymology-spelling puzzle pieces together: A
response to a question about <igh>, <ight> and <ite>
Click HERE for a recent Real Spellers post on this topic.
In another example of engaging with groups that are not
already familiar with SWI, I recently followed a “Science of
Reading” Facebook group after a friend recommended I
comment on a string inquiring about SWI. Mostly, I have been
very pleased at the openness with which my comments and
posts have received in that forum.
One day I was struck by a post that posed this question:
I am working with -ight words. What is the rule to use
-igh for long i instead of -ite. I looked through LOE
book but cannot nd ruse or reasoning behind it.
Thanks.
A question like this is common from a context that targets
grapheme-phoneme correspondence without reference to
morphology or etymology. A productive response, however,
requires unpacking the question before a coherent
understanding can be offered. Facebook is a venue where
such questions can be asked, but not one that can provide that
the understanding being sought!
I decided to use this question as a context for a detailed piece
on Real Spellers that I could link in the SOR Facebook Group
and to the wider public as well. I would say this is my best
piece in terms of providing a sense of the importance of
etymology and how it can be understood and addressed in
literacy instruction. See what you think!
Special bonus! Just as I was going to publish, I saw THIS
POST by the great Mary Beth Steven, titled “When is an ‘o’ a
“Scribal O?” This post was response to a rich discussion Mary
Beth had on the same SOR Facebook group. A video had
been posted that had some mistaken information that Mary
Beth was able to explain. I was most impressed that the group
that made the film were happy to learn from Mary Beth’s
evidence. They took the film down in order to revise it. That’s
the way science is supposed to work!

www.WordWorksKingston.com
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❖ Two spectacular new books that are game changers
for the SWI community
✦Backpocket Words: Sharing the
essence of English Spelling (Gail
Venable)
Click HERE for Gail’s Real Spellers post
introducing this book, and for Amazon
links from many countries for ordering.
Click HERE for her post describing the
metaphor invoked by the beautiful cover
picture. That description actually provides
a very good sense of what you will nd
between the pages.
Hear is my back cover blurb:
Backpocket Words is a joyful and illuminating celebration
of the fascinating order of our English spelling system.
Gail’s inviting, accessible style makes the book a treasure
for anyone seriously curious about language, and an
invaluable resource for educators. Each vignette shines a
light on spelling-meaning connections most will not have
noticed before. Gail also shows us how to follow the
spelling-meaning trail back to a word’s historical origins.
Accept the invitation to wander through English spelling
with Gail. Not only will you learn about the words in her
back pocket, you will learn to blaze your own
orthographic trails, for yourself and your conversational
partners.
✦ Beneath the Surface of Words: What English spelling
reveals and why it matters (Sue Hegland)
Click HERE for Sue’s description her her book on Real
Spellers and links to buy your own copy.
Gail’s book reveals the workings of English spelling by
investigating the structures, histories, relatives and meanings
of 53 words. Sue’s book provides an overarching
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Contact Pete at <peterbowers1@mac.com>

understanding through orthographic
analyses of how families of words to
explain that framework.
Click HERE for a brilliant talk Sue did for
the IDA titled “Morphology: Important from
the beginning.” It gives you a sense of how
clearly she addresses this topic.
Sue’s long-time experience with OrtonGillingham and years of study with Real
Spelling / SWI helps her to explain
orthographic concepts to a wide audience.
I can’t recommend these two books highly enough.
❖ Etymonline Patreon Subscribers gifted with posts from
Doug Harper — and our rst live “ reside chat”
On Sunday Dec. 12 I had the
honour of sitting in on the
inaugural etymological
“Fireside Chat” hosted by the
author of Etymonline, Douglas
Harper. About 30 - 40 of us
joined to discuss etymology and this amazing dictionary we
use daily. Anyone who has seen Doug speak knows what a
treat this was!
This is just the newest of the “goodies” monthly Patreon
subscribers to Etymonline get for supporting this amazing
resource.
Two days later, Patreon subscribers received another gem of a
post from Doug, cheekily titled “-y not”.
It begins…
A hearty person has "heart;" someone brawny has
brawn; and a sturdy person has...
This one goes a di erent way.
Click HERE for a peek at this whole article. Then “y not”
support Doug through Patreon as well?

www.WordWorksKingston.com
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Once I got going I couldn’t stop. These meetings have been
so rich for discussions of all types. We have many regulars,
semi-regulars and new people drop in all the time. It is so
helpful to have this context to invite people to discuss their
questions without having to pay for a course without knowing
what it really is about.
Most sessions are just open Q & A. Sometimes I have a
question before hand planned or even sometimes special
guests. I think I’ve missed 3 or 4 Mondays since the start.
Click HERE for a document with more information and the
Zoom link. There is no sign up, just show up!
❖ Pete and Gr 2 student go on a hunt for the jobs of the
nal, non-syllabic <e>. (The current count is at 11!)

I am regularly asked if there is a ‘list’ of the jobs of this
fascinating orthographic structure. I do not know of any
de nitive list anywhere, and I would be hesitant to share it if I
did. This post is as close as I’ve ever gotten to sharing such a
“list.” To see it, you have to go through the linked document
and see the process of developing our current thinking.
I hope this post inspires others to go though a similar process.
Perhaps you can nd some functions we have missed so far.
Beyond this content of that post, I share some inspiring
stories of Charlie’s learning. Go check it out!
Beyond orthography
I hope readers don’t mind a little bit of non-orthographic plugs
for this end-of year Newsletter.
❖ Sus’ Bowers astonishing photography
Sadly, we have not been able to do our Wolfe Island Summer
course for some time. Those who have attended know what
an amazing chef my wife Sus is. She’s also an astonishing
photographer. She just updated her photography website and
it’s just amazing. Click HERE to check it out!

I’ve had the pleasure of tutoring with Charlie, a Grade 2
student, for some time. We started when he was in Grade 1
and struggling seriously in literacy. At that time he was only
naming letters accurately about 60-70% of the time. He’s
been reading independently for some time now! Here is
heartwarming message I received from Charlie’s mom when
he was still in Grade 1
I want you to know that the work you have done with
Charlie is truly priceless to myself and my husband!
Charlie is reading - not perfectly, not everything - but he is
con dent and willing to try with words he doesn’t know,
and it is absolutely amazing to me to see this wonderful
progress.
Click HERE for a Real Spellers post titled, “Charlie and
Carinne's quest for the jobs of the nal, non-syllabic e.”
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❖ Pete’s free Weekly SWI Digital Drop In sessions hits 80!
Monday, December 13, marked my 80th “Free Weekly SWI
Digital Drop In” sessions on Mondays at 5pm EST. I began
these at the beginning of COVID knowing so many teachers
were home and that PD was going to be hard to come by.

www.WordWorksKingston.com
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Music plugs from Pete
I pointed to the Wolfe Island Records website that I has a ton
of amazing music created on our little Island.
My old band The Gertrudes got back together during the
pandemic to make a new album, “Emergency to Emergency”
after an 8 year hiatus. We just released it on that same record
label. There is a little piece from a local paper on the
background of this album and the band here.
We released a
video of a live
performance of
one of our new
songs “Headlines”
on a great stage
(no audience) with
a full 14 piece
version of the
band! See that
one HERE.

This album is his first foray into music. The music and the lyrics
are pretty amazing in my view.
I get to be a part of this album as drummer for The Ropes
which is kind of the house band for Wolfe Island Records.
Stephen just put out a video for one of my favourite tunes on
the album. I have always been moved by these lyrics, but I
needed to read them in the video in order to really capture their
depth. The song is titled, “New Year Song.” Seems like an
appropriate song to leave you all with.
See that video HERE.

We also have a
new video of a
mellower song,
“Conjure,” from an
album release that
you can see here.
You can stream
the full new album
and our previous
music at our
website here.

See what you think, and have a happy and healthy holiday all!

Another album from this year is by Stephen Heighton called
“Devil’s Share.” Stephen is a major Canadian author who has
won many awards including on of our top awards for poetry,
the Governor General’s Award.
Contact Pete at <peterbowers1@mac.com>

Sincerely,

www.WordWorksKingston.com

Pete Bowers
Dec. 15, 2021
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