School-Wide
Structured Word
Inquiries:
Teachers learning with each other
and their students
Drawing on your own community of learners
One way for a group of teachers get started with
structured word inquiry is for them to start the journey
together. Why not have teachers across grades work
together to plan lessons addressing related topics at the
same time? Teachers can lean on each other to make
sense of new content, ideas for instruction and so on.
This document shares links to resources designed to help
entire elementary sections collaborate on scientific
investigations of orthography springing from the same
word at the same time. One set of resources builds on the
Real Spelling theme “Learning from <love>”. The other
set builds on studies about the spelling <know>. Both of
these words provide launching pads to investigate so
many foundational concepts about how spelling works.
Finally, this document points to a brilliant model of a
“teacher-led inquiry” that shares learning across the entire
school community. In that example, a Grade 2 student
asks a question about the spelling of <come>, but the
teacher does not know the answer. Instead of feeling
stuck and defeated, that teacher sees her own lack of
understanding as an opportunity to gather colleagues to

for “inquiry-led learning”. That path leads to an amazing
school presentation of their learning journey.
Learning From Love
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Jen Munnerlyn from Abu Dhabi has
an incredible wealth of resources for
you to work with. On Valentine's day
one year, she video taped her
teaching from the Real Spelling
theme "Learning from Love" in K through 5 classrooms.
Melvyn Ramsden
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Learning from < love >

Click this link to see those classroom videos to help you
plan your own lessons. Why not have all your classes
pick parts of this theme to teach at the same time?
Click here for a pdf of the old "Learning from Love"
theme. Work with the Tool Box 2 version if you can!
Celebrate spelling knowledge by studying <know>
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Go to this link on my website for resources that include
a video and a lessons investigating this word.
Go to this page on Real Spellers to find many more
resources to help you investigate the spelling system
through this word. That page includes resources to
download, and this link to a document with a whole
series of lessons for teachers from Pre-K to Grade 8.
Teachers can draw from that document to build lessons
from the spelling <know> at the same time.
This document is posted on Real Spellers with the hope
that teachers will share stories and images from any
investigations it inspires. By sharing on Real Spellers,
classrooms across the world, not just one school, will gain
from teachers getting started with structured word inquiry.
If anyone needs help with posting comments and images
on Real Spellers just let me know! If one school takes this
on, I'm sure you'll inspire others.
A brilliant "Inquiry-Led" learning episode sparked by
Grade 2 student asks about the spelling of <come>
Perhaps the best assessment of instruction is the quality
of the questions it provokes.
Fiona Al Rowaie, at Riffa Views International school
recognized the importance of a question about the
spelling of the word <come> that a Grade 2 student
asked. Fiona responded to her lack of understanding as
an opportunity to gather her teacher colleagues and take
this question as far as they could with the aid of the
"Stuck on a Spelling?" chart.

Go to this link on Real Spellers to see the amazing Grade
2 question, and the trail of learning that the student, Fiona
and her team forged as a result. From that link, you can
also download the Keynote (or PowerPoint) file that Fiona
and her student created to present at a school assembly.
This story is brilliant evidence of my claim that "the richest
learning opportunity you will ever offer your students is
when they ask you a question to which you do not know
the answer."
When you read her question, note how well Fiona and
crew make use of the “Stuck on a Spelling?” chart to
frame their question carefully.
The key to becoming more effective scientists is learning
how to ask better questions.
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